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Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve:

Three-dimensional value of a MEDITERRANEAN landscape

Environmental, Economic, Cultural





Our Mission:

 Conserve and highlight the unique 

natural and cultural heritage of Jabal

Moussa Biosphere Reserve

 Empower local communities to 

achieve collectively their own 

sustainable socio-economic 

development

Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa

“Our vision is a world in which communities obtain collective

responsibility for their own future in the context of their own unique culture

and create a growing global network of Biosphere Reserves which

preserves the planet for future generations.”

 Build effective partnerships with local and 

international stakeholders in support of nature 

conservation and sustainable development 



May 2009 - UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve

under the 

MAN AND BIOSPHERE 

Program (MAB)

Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve





Man and Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO MAB)

Global Important Bird Area (Birdlife International)

Member of IUCN

Partnering  with International Bodies



Protected Forest (Ministry of Agriculture)

Protected  Natural Site (Ministry of Environment)

Historic site - Roman stairs (Ministry of Culture)

Ecotourism: Tourism Ministry…

Partnering  with Lebanese Ministries



Three-dimensional approach

ENVIRONMENTAL

ECONOMIC CULTURAL



Environmental value



Jabal Moussa is…

of high environmental value…



Surface of core area: 13 km2 - Total area: 65 Km2

Altitudes: 350m - 1700m

Bioclimatic ranges: eu-med, supra-med, mountainous med



6 endemic species to Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve



26 endemic species to Lebanon



Southernmost distribution limits

Relic populations



Jabal Moussa hosts…

727 flora species,

20 mammal species,

163 bird species…



Fauna



FaunaFauna



Edge populations of rock hyrax





How to enhance the

environmental value?



Natural Site - Ibrahim River (Ministry of Environment)

Jabal Moussa Protected Forest (Ministry of 

Agriculture)

Protected  Natural Site (Ministry of Environment)

No hunting decree (Ministry of Environment)

Legislative tools



Research



Raising Awareness - Publications



Raising Awareness - Tabsoun



Tabsoun Animation and Games



The Friends of Jabal Moussa



Three Native Tree Nurseries



In partnership with IDAF

Restoration/reforestation of degraded areas



FFEM Project – Impacts of Climate Change



Rallying - Protecting Adonis Valley



Economic Value





How to enhance the

economic value?



Ecotourism





Service Providers
Total number of guides, guards, guesthouses
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Jabal Moussa

Food and Handicraft products

® ...صنع أيدينا









Timber v/s non-timber forest products



Cultural value



Jabal Moussa is…

of high cultural value…



Adonis River



CHAPITRE III.
LE FLEUVE ADONIS.

Par sa célébrité historique, ainsi

que par les aspects étranges qu’elle

présente, la vallée du Nahr-Ibrahim

(fleuve Adonis) est la région la plus

remarquable du Liban. Je l’ai

étudiée à diverses reprises et dans

presque toutes ses parties. Je ne

rappellerai pas ici les nombreux

passages des auteurs anciens qui

établissent l’importance de cet

ancien centre religieux. Les traces

du culte d’Adonis s’y retrouvent

encore.



Adonis Steles

Ghineh Machnaka



Roman stairs



Hadrian’s Inscriptions



Old houses and Cisterns



Abandoned Village



Roman cult sites



How to enhance the

cultural value?



Research and surveys



Rehabilitation of cultural sites



Raising Awareness



Archaeological Sites Homologation - Roman stairs, 

Hadrian’s inscriptions,  Qornet el Deir (DGA-Ministry of 

Culture)

Cultural Routes – Request for Accession of Lebanon to 

three Mediterranean Routes: Phoenicians, Olive Tree, 

Iter Vitis. JM can have a role in each.

Legislative tools



“HELICOPTER PERSPECTIVE”
- PARTICIPATIVE + 

ADAPTIVE

(COMMUNITY)

- WORLD CLASS           
.AFFILIATIONS

(TOURISM,TRAINING, 
TWINNING, FUNDRAISING) 

=  UNBEATABLE

Management Philosophy



Source: Matar 2015

The ArabMAB Network



4th MAB WORLD CONGRESS  PRESENTATION

MARCH 2016



1. CONDUCT GAP ANALYSIS

2. ASSIST/TRAIN TO CLOSE GAPS

WITHIN MED MAB COMMITTEE
 FACILITATE EXCHANGES

 TARGETED TRAINING, TWINNING

 TAILOR-MADE WORKSHOPS

MED MAB’S VOCATION AND CONTRIBUTION:

BRIDGE THE EAST-WEST DIVIDE



3. PUSH FORWARD JOINT PROJECTS TO 
FACILITATE COOPERATION/INTEGRATION:  
 Ecotourism 

 Science: rare/endangered species, migratory birds, 
climate change.

 Forestry: Reforestation, Grazing mgmt, Pruning. 

 Medicinal-Edible-Aromatic Plants.

 Visibility + Communication: Joint Marketing of MED 
Biosphere Reserve Network.

4. FACILITATE , TRAIN FOR EFFECTIVE FUND-
RAISING:

 MULTILATERAL

 CORPORATE CSR

MED MAB’S VOCATION AND CONTRIBUTION:

BRIDGE THE EAST-WEST DIVIDE



“Nature is not a place to visit. It is home.”
Gary Snyder



Thank You!

www.jabalmoussa.org


