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FRAMEWORK OF 
THE INITIATIVE

 Partnership between IUCN-Med and OAPN since 2012;

 Supported by governmental departments in 7 Med countries;

 Involved countries: Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Spain, France and 
Italy and UNESCO MAB Programme;

 Three regional workshops were organised so far: in Tangier (2012), in 
Malaga (2012) and in Tunis (2015);

 Know the state of the art, identify needs and opportunities to improve
management, governance and to build sustainable partnership
between Southern and northen Med BRs;
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MAIN CONTENT OF 
THE STUDY

Famework and 
guidelines: UNESCO 

MaB programme

Situation analysis of BRs in 
Southern and Northern

parts of the Mediterranean

Main challenges and opportunities for
collaboration in BRs: compared analysis

(conservation, institutional and 
development)

Action plan to improve
conservation and 

management in pilot BRs

Proposition for
new 

transboundary BR
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BRs IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN

La Mediterranée



SOUTHERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 
BRs

Morocco: 1 new BR (Atlas Cedar) since March 2016

December 2015
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SOUTHERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 
BRs

Intercontinentale

Cédraie
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BRs in SPAIN

47 BRs
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BRs in 
FRANCE

14 

BRs
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BRs in ITALY
11 

BRs11 

BRs
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SOUTHERN 
MED. BRs:
SWOT 
ANALYSIS 

Strengths

 National MaB Committees
created;

 Structured administration
(central and local);

 Trend to democracy and to 
regionalisation;

 BRs with infrastructure & 
equipment;

 CSOs available/interested in 
supporting BRs;

 Data available (study, magt
plans, etc.). 

Weaknesses

 Mis-coordination between
various department (env, agr, 
cult);

 Lack of communication
between actors;

 Lack of capacity in managing
BRs;

 MaB national committees
not functional;

 Legal framework not
supporting BR standards;

 BRs created without proper
consultation and 
participatory approach.
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SOUTHERN 
MED. BRs:
SWOT 
ANALYSIS …

Opportunities

 Institutional framework;

 Willing to revive National
MaB Committee;

 Involvment in current
networks: ARABMAB;

 Existing of bilateral and 
multilateral agreements and 
partnership

Threats

 Sites degradation due to 
human pressure, fire, 
overgrazing, illegal
explotation, CC, etc.

 Lack of sustainable funding
for BRs;

 Lack of law enforcement in 
relation to zoning.

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE



SHORT AND 
MIDTERM 
PERSPECTIVE/
PRIORITIES  
FOR 
SOUTHERN 
MED. BRs

 Develop appropriate legal framework for BRs;

 Strengthen CSOs involvment in BRs managment;

 Develop appropriate new zoning adequate with statutory criteria;

 Improve BRs status to allow more economic benefits;

 Involve more academia and scientists;

 Assess goods and services offered by BRs;

 Develop communication strategy for BRs;

 Initiate labelling local products from BRs;

 Strengthen networking of BRs at national and regional 
(Mediterranean) levels;
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SUPPORT THAT 
COULD BE 
PROVIDED BY BRs
FROM NORTH 
MEDITERRANEAN 
COUNTRIES

 Organizing and functionning of national MaB Committee;

 Nexus conservation & development;

 Networking: collaboration and Exchange of experience;

 Capacity building for BRs managers;

 Participatory approach for managing BRs;

 Managing visitors and tourism development;

 Labeling and community development;

 Communication;

 Transboundary BRs;

 Master MAB: academic certified education;

 BRs twinning
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SIMILAR 
CHALLENGES 
BETWEEN BRs
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SUMMARY OF 
MAIN 
COMMON 
CHALLENGES

 Restoration of degraded
habitats;

 Rehabilitation of fauna & flora 
species;

 Improvement of public use and 
sustainable tourism;

 Valuing and managing natural 
and cultural heritage;

 Development of monitoring
programmes and involvement of 
researchers and scentistis;

 Capacity building programmes
for managers, techniciens and 
decision makers for BRs.
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IDENTIFYING 
TWINNING 
SITES

• Mediterranean BRs in Spain France and Italy;

• Managers from Southern mediterranean countries identified two
pilot BRs each to develop partnership with similar ones in 
Northern Mediterranean basin;

• Link between North and south BRs was base on:
o Major environmental component (continental, coastal/humid

and transboundary);
o ecosystems and landscape (forest, wetlands, mountain, etc.);
o Same major challenges (tourism, human pressure, water

scarcity, overgrazing)
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THANK YOU!

Bouhedma National Park, Tunisia


